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"THE WISDOM OF OUR FATHERS "

The joke of progress is "the wisdom
of our fathers;" but it Is well said that
they laugh best who laugh last; and It
is very likely that our fathers will havo
the laugh on progress as to "wisdom,"
if not as to other matters. From lS.r>0 to
within very recent years, there was a

general hue and cry against Inspection
laws and all "restraints on trade," as
nil statute and common-law regulations
of buying and selling were called. In¬
spections of tobacco, of fish, of Hour,
and other things, including weights
and measures, were Inveighed against
as provisions of the dark nges; they
must he repealed, as they added to the
costs of all inspected commodities,
when the laws of trade were sufficient
to Insure that dealers would he sure to
keep the best; and so most inspection
laws were repealed, -while others were
held obsolete, antiquated and in con¬
flict with the spirit of the age by the
courts, and little or nothing of the
whole system of inspection was left,.
or, if any remained, it was no longer
compulsory, but left voluntary with
producers and dealers.
A very strange inconsistency occur¬

red, however, in Virginia legislation on
this subject. After the repeal of the
laws compelling the Inspection of tobac¬
co by impartial public inspectors. In the
very year the General Assembly re¬
pealed 1 he Inspection of Hour and fish,
it actually passed a stringent statute
Imposing an examination of all physi¬
cians thereafter licensed!.recognizing
the necessity of inspecting the qualifi¬
cations of the people's doctors, but ig¬
noring tho equally necessary inspection
of the qualities of the people's drugs
and medicines, and revoking existing
Inspection of the people's food!

This cry for abolishing silly and anti¬
quated restrictions on trade was gene¬
ral over the whole country, and liiere
ensued a general abolition, not only of
nil inspections, but of all laws against
engrossing < monopoly), forestalling
(cornering), regulating (speculating by
raising the juice on articles bought upin the same market), eic. Since
then "the laws of trade" have develop¬
ed every Imaginable rascality, In adul¬
teration, nml sharp practice. Nothing
is what it seems or claims to be.

Government and people, In war and
peace, are swindled egregious)y In
everything they buy: Our Hour is mixed
with Indian corn meal, and various
white earths; our meat may bo only
"embalmed beef." Everything we eat
may be, and probably Is, some delete¬
rious compound; everything we drink
Is more or less doctored: and we arc
cheated In quality, price and quantity
in tin attempt, to assert a counterfeit
Wisdom over the real wisdom of our
fathers, and to enable impostors to en¬
joy the laws of trade that Irresistibly
impel them to every expedient to chouse
us from tlie cradle to grave.

We lose more every day by th« ab¬
sence of Inspection than an efficient
and thoroughly well organized system
of Inspection, in all essential things,
would cost us a month. And this busi¬
ness under "the Inws of trade" lias
Just fairly go! under way. Already all
Sensible and thoughtful people are de¬
manding of Slate and Federal govern¬
ment the restoration of inspect Ion and
of safe-guarding provisions against tho
unscrupulous license of trade and spec¬
ulation, and before long our own bitter
experience will amply vindicate "the
wisdom of our fathers," If It has not
yet done so.

We assume tha' our ancestors who
established these laws** of Inspection
and in restraint of the evil practices,
inspired by the greedy lust of gain, had

had no experience of what they so care¬
fully sought to prevent: that they were
newcomers into a strange world,.
greenhorns, just arrived, and unac¬
quainted with life and business; where-
ns the fact is that they had the ex¬
perience of generations, for they llrst
endured evils before they set laws to
guard against them, and thus saved us
from the experience they had suffered
and In which their laws were founded.
We are beginning to learn this since
we have cast down the defences they
erected; and out of a painful school
(fools they say will learn In no other)
we are t<> be taught the wisdom which
our forefathers sought In vain to be¬
queath us.

Natural laws, and every divine com¬
mand, are in vain in human control,
unless enforced by human means, pow¬
ers and penttlties. The laws of God and
nature are for our guidance in framing
our codes, and the decalogue is Inopera¬
tive among wicked men until enforced
by temporal sanctions. Honesty is. In¬
deed, tho best policy, as well as a high
virtue; but human law lias to pass a
thousand provisions and Inflict as many
penalties even to secure a pretence of
honesty!

THEY DO PROTEST TOO MUCH.

Discussing that eminent statesman's,
Dick Croker's, Republican opinion on
Silver, the Richmond Times calls Dick
"a practical politician" and " a politi¬
cal expert," and also "n business matt."
The Times confesses that Croker has
no principles; that he is strictly on
the make.to win: and, of course, to
win for himself. The Times actually,
in speaking of Croker's verdict against
silver, has the effrontery to speak of
the party as "we!" "Why." it asks,
"should WE carry a dead weight?"
WE do not Intend to do so,.neither
Croker's weight; nor the weight of the
Times: yoke-fellows in opinion, or In
declarations against silver.
But we thank the Times for that

word "rvpert." In this relation. It. docs
not quote Mr. Croker as a statesman,
nor a patriot, nor a financier, nor a
man of principle; it disclaims doing
that, and frankly alleges that it quotes
him, not as a Democrat, but as a prac¬
tical politician and a "political ex¬
pert." Expert evidence, even when
sworn to in court, is notoriously of the
sort paid for. nnd only offered in ex¬
change for pay. The Times concludes
thus:
"The party will ignore Mr. Croker's

advice at its peril. He is tho most
astute politician of the age. Politics Is
his business and he knows It well."
When and how did the Times learn

that Dick is "the most astute politician
of the age?" Or when did it adopt that
opinion of him? We fear that it has
only been since Croker's "expert" op-
inion and advice coincided with that
of the Times, and the Times has boon
giving us this information, opinion
and advice, in effect, ever since the
Chicago convention of 1S9G, and before.
The Times has been holding itself

aloft, on a high plane,.far above the
Croker level; and alleging that It was
guided by principle to abandon the
Democratic party, to fight for McKin¬
ley and gold against Bryan, silver and
Democratic principles. And yet here it
is urging the Democratic party to be
led by such unprincipled fellows as it
confesses Croker to be! Can It be pos¬
sible that it itself followed ITnnna and
gold because It desired to be on the
winning side? If not, how dare it talk
as it does to the faithful Democrats
who stood by the party despite inter¬
nal treachery and llnnna's bribery,
corruption and fraudulent returns?
Gold did not win fairly in 1S96, an

everybody knows, but only by the most
Villa BOUS- ¦¦<imi|illnn; nrj(] if sl|vor W.'IS
slain in that foul way, it becomes
every decent Democrat, at least, to
avenge tlie murder.
Hut silver Is not dead, nor moribund.

It is immortal. It embodies a right, a
principle and a truth above mere
material values; and in 1900 it will not
be Crokers. nor unprincipled politicians,
nor men bent on winning at any saori-
tlce of principle, or by any means, who
will frame the platform, name the can¬
didate and shame the devil with the
truth, but the men of I89fi, re-lnforced
by others, who must first he slain be¬
fore silver dies. With silver dies all
hope of restoring honest and free self-
government to the American people.
Oh, shade of Thomas Jefferson, when

gold would cast thee out, nnd put Dick
Croker in thy place, as the leader and
teacher of the Democratic party, to
what depths of demoralization have
politics falb n! "Anything to win" is
a base slogan, nnd they who adopt it
deserve nothing but shameful and
Irretrievable defeat. Thank heaven.'
however, wo hear this advice only from
lour enemies, or known traitors, or from
men whom none can heed without dls-'
honor. Every true Democrat knows
that SllVt r Is not dead.

THE RAILWAY POSTAL SERVICE.

The railroads run their brains and fix
their schedules for freight and travel,
and It in pure delusion that these are
at all shaped or affected to furnish any
special, extra, or fast service to the
Post Office Department. Yet under
this delusion, or pretext, very large
subsidies have heretofore been given
annually by the government to certain'
favored railroads and railroad syndi¬
cates. Very properly, there is strong
Opposition developing in Congress to
these gifts or subsidies to rich corpo¬
rations, for nothing, under cover of ap-
proprlations to pay for extra fast mail
trains that do not exist, and never did,
particularly a« there is a large annual

deficit in the Postal Department,
charged to newspapers and publishers,

and which the Loud bill seeks to get
out of thorn and the reading- people, not
to epcak of advertising business men,
by depriving thein of the small and
reasonable privileges heretofore grant¬
ed them in the mails.

If government has money to subsi¬
dize rich railroads, it should not neg¬
lect its poorly paid postal Tallway
clerks, who do so much meritorious,
difficult and laborious service, "at as
constant risk of life and limb as the
soldier in battle. Stop the subsidies,
and recognize the Just claims of these
brave and diligent clerks,.perhaps the
most deserving and self-sacrificing em¬
ployes in our whole civil service.

MATRIMONY IN WISCONSIN.

The Wisconsin Legislature Is wrest¬
ling with a matrimonial problem, hav¬
ing been infected, it is presumed, by
Dakota, where it is proposed to so al¬
ter the divorce laws that one cannot
order a decree by telegraph with a
reasonable certainty of finding It in
waiting in less time than twenty-four
hours.
Out in Wisconsin the Idea that the

holy institution of matrimony should
be swathed in a lot of red tape has
seized the Legislature, and, therefore,
it is proposed to make a license Issued
by the State 0 prerequisite to the mar¬
riage ceremony In that enlightened
commonwealth. This proposition is no
doubt based on the theory that Wis¬
consin has an Interest In matrimony,
and may, with propriety, require of
candidates for the marriage 6tate that
they shall at least contribute to the
State archives a record of their names,
ages, places where they first saw the
light, etc. This is Indeed a radical de¬
parture. Heretofore the only apparent
reason for the marriage ceremony in
Wisconsin was to provide a fee for an
ao unmodating preacher or Justice of

peace. The State held that if a
maiden was desirous of changing her

man willing to assist her it was strictly
their own private business, and to em¬
barrass them by requiring that they tell
who they were, and when and where
they lirst appeared as part and par¬
cel of the Inhabitants of this mundane
sphere was a curtailment of personal
liberty and in the nature of sumptuary
law. Dakota held to the position that
it husband and wife desired to be di¬
vorced iL was their personal affair, and
courts were created to enter a decree
strictly in accordance with their wishes,
Wisconsin caught on.
There is in the estimation of too

many people loo little sanctity attached
to the mairriage relation, which is not
lo be lightly assumed nor lightly dis¬
carded. Reformation along this line is
sadly needed in more Sluics than Da¬
kota and Wisconsin, and the quicker It
cornea the quicker the best and truest
Interests of society will be conserved.

To Judge from the tone of the admin¬
istration organs, the Hannalles think
another war is necessary to assure
their continued ascendancy through
the election of next year, by hook or
crook, and to carry out their schemes
of money and military rule. They are
now seeking to bring on hostilities with
Germany about Samoa and Samoan af¬
fairs, and much is said to egg our au¬
thorities into taking aggressive atti¬
tudes toward Germany and to provoke
the Emperor of that country.
Any causes of offence we may have

against Germany are directly traceable
lo him or his inspiration. For that
very reason, we should make all due
allowances for Germany.
We have great respect for the Ger-

tnan people, whose merits of character,
capacity and achievement are varied
and vast, and who not only furnish a

large proportion of our best living cit¬
izenship, but have supplied a great part
of our best ancestry, not only in Vir¬
ginia and North Carolina, but in all our
original States. Gen. Holler, in a re¬
cent address, justly and ably reminded
us of how greatly Virginia and the
whole country are Indebted to early
German immigration, while one has
but to look around him to see and hear
how much our present population is en¬
riched by native German elements.
These are sentimental considerations,

no doubt; but who would willingly vio¬
late them to perpetuate the Hannalsm
that has brought upon US so much do-
mestlc evil, wrong and disgrace, and
which fond)..des so much more domestic
and foreign disaster'.' Who would light¬
ly place our immense infusion of the
German race In hostile relations to the
Fatherland? Not we; and we seriously
deprecate this wicked attempt to fo-1
ment difficulties with any nation, and
especially with Germany, to help the
fortunes of the most injurious and dan¬
gerous and degenerate party that
ever afflicted our country.
Hut with a knavish government, on

our part, and a mad Emperor, on the
part of Germany, there is no telling
what may be the issue of these Samoan
differences, that should easily, be set¬
tled amicably to the honor of all con¬
cerned.

If Alger goes. Hanna must go,.and
nexit year McKinley and his trust-
leased parly must go.

Tin» indications are that Commissary
General Eagan's career will be ready
for subjection to an "embalming" pro¬
cess when the courtmartial Is through
with him.

We have always been distrustful of
"la grippe," and now conies news from
Washington that It may eventuate inj
an extra session of Congress. "La I

KEEP THE PEACE.

Grippe" Is, therefore, a national enemy
¦to be warred upon until finally and
forever exterminated. Up. fellow citi¬
zens, and at the enemy of the people.

Colorado t. aches the Sisterhood of
States a valuable lesson In Inaugurating
her Governors. The expense of Induct¬
ing the last Into office aggregated only
one hundred and five dollars.

We had hoped that Greater New York
would at least try to be good. The fact
that she has extended a call to three
Chicago preachers Is very discourag¬
ing. We fear there Is little hope for
Gotham.

According to Mayor W. H. Daly files,
which hitherto have not been accused
of being particular in the matter of
food, draw the line at "embalmed beef"
furnished the army by Commissary
General Eagan.

One Dr. Christopher has unwisely
placed temptation before the world In
the announcement that children, like
vegetables, start to grow when the
weather becomes warm and balmy.
Let us hope that this will not suggest
to our Board of Education the idea of
retrenching by cutting off the last two
weeks of the Summer -term. Just to give
the children a little time In which to
compete with vegetation.

A Kansas man has added another
great discovery to the large number
that have contributed to make their
authors famous. A bill is to be intro¬
duced in the Legislature and enacted
into law prohibiting the mortgaging of
homesteads, and this will probably he
followed by laws abolishing debt, pov¬
erty, sickness, sorrow, pain and death.
Kansas never does anything by halves
and now that her legislators arc get¬
ting their hands well in wo may expect
the millienium to be wooed and won in
the Sunflower Land.

The country will rejoice that the Sen¬
ate has passed the Nicaragua Canal

~Bill7 and it Is to be hoped there wITT
be no obstruction to it in the House.
This long longed-for connection of our
Eastern with our Western coast and
waters, as a national American work,
is now in fair prospect of construction,
nnd R will contribute immensely to our
wealth, strength and just patriotic
pride. It will also, under our liberal
Management, be hardly a less blessing
"to the world and a benefit to interna¬
tional travel and commerce than the
Suez Canal.
The bill as passed, too, seems to be

properly guarded against Jobs and
swindles, extravagant and wasteful
squandering, and promises a success¬
ful construction within a reasonable
time, without such scandals as attend¬
ed the Panama failure, or the Suez
triumph. Alas! that one cannot con¬
sider tho great achievement of M. do
Lessep's engineering, without recalling
the cloud that hung over Iiis connec¬
tion with it.

oi'imo.vs «:-~ ::r. ¦.itr.ss.

LET US HAVE A CHANGE.
(New Orleans States.)The scandalous Senatorial conflicts InPennsylvania, Delaware, West Virgin¬ia. Nebraska, Montana. California amiNevada certainly constitute verystrong arguments In favor of the elec¬tion of United States Senators by di¬

rect vote of the people.It was assumed by the framers ofthe Constitution in the experimentalstage of the government that the popu¬lar choice of members of the FederalSenate would be capricious and weak,and that It would be better to conferthe power to elect these liigh Officials
upon select bodies of representatives inthe State Legislature. Thus it wasthought judicious care and deliberationwould bo exercised in choosing UnitedStates Senators. Por the !!rst half ofthe country's history this view was
generally justified by the action of theState Legislature; but in the past fiftyyr.'tr.« thrro has horn a great ehttttgS inthis respect. In many States when anelection for United States Senator Ispending corrupt men seek seats in theLegislature In order to sell their votesto the highest hidder. This Is an evilwhic h will spread in proportion as thoposition of United States Senator rdiallbecome prized by men of wealth forthe dignity that it confers, or by un¬
scrupulous politicians for the opportu¬nities it presents.

A TRIBUTE TO ENSIGN RAGLEY.
(Philadelphia Record.)

Chaplain Clark, of the Naval Acade¬
my, In Iiis address hi memory of thelate Ensign Bagley, on Sunday last,spoke some words of eloquence which
were not only a tribute to" the firstAmerican officer who fell in the late
war. but which had a wider application."When a man has lived and tiled for aprofession." he said, "the best of himIs there, His profession Insloa -s, as In an
ornate and perfectly adapted frame, thethings that men should live by. Thevlie within the Inclosure of that profes¬sion like harp strings, and a man's altoIs the touch upon them that more Orless brings out their truth and beautyand power." Again, there was truthand beauty in the thought that "eachbit of diamond dust carries in it thelikeness and lustre of the whole mass-each leaf outlines in its structure thetree it grows upon; each obscurest atomof a crushed snowflnke always shows awonderful six-rayed glory of the «o tirepattern. So the acts of men, minute
parts and frogmen's of their natures,are copies, fac-simlles of the original."Tin-so metaphors were not only perti¬nent to the character of the 'gallant
young officer whose fate Inspired them,but they have a lasting beauty of their
own: and they deserve to bo treasuredin our memorial literature as an in¬centive to men In every field of hon¬
est effort to be true to (heir br=t ideals,atol to rise to their highest p legibilities."Glory is an accident." says Roosevelt,but duly done is in Itself a glory whichby n.» mischance of fr-te c.-.n ever hedespoiled of its laurels.

..«»«», Sinn Itcvraril.
Ask your druggist if tliev have foundDr. F. F. White s N. H. A M. Linimentfor man and beast; price 15, 25 and 50cents. Ja2l-tf
See Dr. Week about your eyes. Ex¬

amination free. 310 Main street.

Be sure you are right, then go to New
York Dental Rooms to have teeth ex¬
tracted. No pain. Newest Discovery.
N. Y. Dental Booms ONLY. 321 Main
street, corner Talbot Enncs.

To-day's
Silk
5ale

Begins at 10 o'clock. We
advise prompt choosing.Note what you may secure :

Choice of Nearly AllOur $100,
87^ and 75 Gent,

FANCY SILKS
.Air-

Öl Cent®
1?!*© Yard.

The 1.00 and 87>^ qualities]comprise the far greater partof the selection.
Business
Ifxpansi. n.

January has shown a steadyincrease over last year. In
three days of this week a largervolume has been transacted
than the entire correspondingweek of last year.

Joseph Brown, 220 Main St.

Lawrence &Welton
Sole

Agents
for

P. Centemeri & Co.'s

Celebrated

Kid Gloves.

Lawrence &We!toii
213 rVlain St..

Norfolk.

Every Remedy Had Failed,
But lie is Perfectly Well Now!

"I HAD TRIED ALMOST EVERYCATARRH MEDICINE I ever heard ofand ALL FAILED to cure inc. My suf¬ferings were severe and I was miserableindeed. I KELT AI.I. Til E TIME ASIP THERE WAS A LUMP OPPHLEGM IN MY THROAT which T musthawk away. This kept me hawking allthe t'me. My throat would gel dry ami
sore and MY NOSTRILS PELT STUF¬FY ANH CLOGGED UP. MY FAILSKEPT RINGING AND SING INT, CON¬STANTLY ANT) MY EYES WERRSORE. WATERY AND WEAK. My ap¬petite was very poor, ar.d I war. so hailoff I couldn't Bleep and WoEED ORT UPIN THE MORNING AS TIRED ASWHEIN I LAID DOWN AT NIGHT anddidn't feel like working at all. I felttired all the limn and (_;< rr EASILY FA¬TIGUED. OFTEN HAD A DCEI,HEADACHE WHEN I nur UP IN THEMORNING. In this condition A FRIENDADVISED MB TO.HE '!'RRATRI >'-rrrDlt FIREY, wiil.-h I did. and HISTREATMENT HAS MADE ME PEELLIKE A NEW PERSON MY Al'I'ETITE IS EXCELLENT, SLEEP WELLFERL WELL, I.IKE TO Work BARSAND EYES ALL RIGHT. ALL THE <".\.TARRH SYMPTOMS GONE. BREATHEPREE AND EASY. IN PACT. I PEELENTIRELY CURED. Before taking hisIrentmcnl I USED TO LIE IN BHD ANIIOIl: COUGHING AND HAWKINGBEFORE COULD <:o To SLEEPHUT No TROUBLE now. i certainlyrecommend Dr. Flrey'a treatment as thebest Catarrh Cure.

J. C, OVERMAN,Portsmouth va.Residence, Duke street, near Scott, em¬ployed at Navy Yard.

HAS OFFICER No 1 AND 2. No 311MAIN STREET. OPPOSITE COMMER¬CIAL PLACE, NORFOLK, VA.

9 to 12.30 A. M. 2 to 6 P. M
SUNDAYS: 11 A. M. to 1 P. M.

SPECIALTIES: CATARRH AND ALLDISEASES OP THE EYE, EAR, NOSE.THOAT AND STOMACH.

Consultation Always Free'
Medicines Five to Patients!

Terms Very Moderate.

RIGHT IN TOWN.
Cheapest place in the city

to buy first-class

\ Hag, Brain and W Feea. \\ A trial order solicited.
1 T. F. MINOR,

305 and 308 WATER STREET,
jaj2-Jm Oprosite Rooer Warehouse

The Lowenberg
Specialty Store

FPL CIE3BHHCE SELE
.OF ALL.

WHITER GOODS,
SUITS. &G.

BIG REDUCTIONS
All through the lines.

BEHJ, LOWENBERG,
BORFOLK'S COSTUMER,

34 Gran by St,, Columbia Building.

JOHN 0. GflMftGE
ESTABLISHED J365.

Sewer and Well Pipe
BRICK riLE

ALL SIZES.

Lime, Cement3,
Piaster, Bricks,
Laths, C Ha ir,

Shingles, Flooring Eto
WOOUSIDE'S WHARF,

NORFOLK, VA.

Cooke, Clark & Co.,

Sash, Doors and Blinds
HARDWOOD MANTELS.

TILES AND GRATES'
BUILDERS' HARDWARE,

PAINTS. OILS AND GLASS.

84 Commercial Place and
87 Roanoke Avenue

CONTRACTORS
AND

BUILDERS.
In the market f,->r T.'me, Port¬

land or American Cement Plas¬
ter, Hair, Chimney Pipe. Fire
itri.-k. Lath or Shinnies, see us
before vom buy, We are solo
agents for Acme Cement Plas¬
ter New No. 11.', Water street.

BATCHELDER & COLLINS

l\
When in need of BUILDING MATE-RIAL, Window and lieor Framtra, allkiiulT Tv n Work. Kracket Work. StainWorn In any design, also Mantels,' cheapand high grade: all k nd.s Moulding,Church Work, liar Fixtures uet orlcesfrom

W. Er~WlNBORINE,
BERK1 VA.
.AGEN OR.

WINBORr & REA,
EDENTON. N. C.

A fall Btock of the above montlon^di
material. Storehouse, near Ferry BridgeBerkley. Phone No. 1.2öS. auH-ly

J. W. GAMAGE. W. M. WALLE«.

Headquarter for Foreign
and Domestic

Cement, Lime, Plaster, Bricks.
Sewer and Cliimney Pipe, Laths,
Shingles, &c. Oitice and warehouses

12 to 18 PLUME ST.
Near the Bridie. NORFOLK, VA

This Week,
Fox River Butter, prints, pound.25c.
Finest FlKln Mutter, pound.23c.
Good Elgin Butter, pound.20c.
Best Home Made Lard, pound.7c.
Best 3II> Fan Tomatoes. 8c.
Bartlett Pears .10c.
13 ot .lack Scap, large bars .10 for 25c.
Try a barrel of Tidal Wive Flour nt

$4.25, you can't pet better, everybody l'.kes

VIRGINIA GROCERY GO"
D. PENDER. MANAGER.

MRS. H. POSNER
Takes pleasure In Informing the publicthat she has removed her millnery estab¬lishment to th.- Monticello building, onGranby street, where she has fined up

HANDSOME PARLORS
with everything In the m llinery line, andwhere she will he pleased to have theIndies call and examine her really line
display of

High Grade Millinery.
Mrs Picsner proposes to conduct theLA MODH upon a hlRh plane and to keep

up the hlfthest standard of excellenceknown to tho millinery art. Je24-e«4ljf:


